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About Me
• Teen Librarian at the Delaware 

County District Library for 3 years

• Previously the Teen Librarian 

at the Marysville Public Library 

for 6 years.

• MLIS from Kent State.

• Focus on Programming



Basic Summer Reading Outline

• January-March: Order supplies, make system-
specific PR materials

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6S7UPp1Vplo

• April-May: MANY school visits!

• Mid-May: Train Volunteens (a big part of SRC)

• May 31st-July 26th:  Summer Reading!

• One teen program, one teen gaming tournament 
session, and one tween program (per week).





Science-Based Teen Programming 
Ideas for ages 10-17

• http://www.imls.gov/about/stem_resources.aspx

• Gaming and Stem

• Informal Science Education

• STEM and STEAM



Sci-Fi/Bad Movie Night
• Cost:  Free-$40 
• Requires Movie License Unless Film is not in 

Copyright 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_films_in_t
he_public_domain_in_the_United_States )

• Audience:  10+, 35-60 attendees
• You Will Need: a Bad Movie, the ability to show 

it, Snacks, a Craft or Activity
• Don’t use MST3K (but use their movies: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Mystery_S
cience_Theater_3000_episodes )





Forensic Files

• Cost:  Free

• Audience:  13+, >30 attendees

• You Will Need: Professionals from your 
community, registration, and a location.

• 2/13

• Create an artificial crime scene with the help 
of Police and the Coroner’s office and invite 
teens to use real science to solve the crime.



Make a Dino Planter
• Cost:  $120
• Audience:  12+, 60 attendees
• You Will Need: Large hollow plastic dinosaurs, 

potting soil, succulents, sand, an x-acto knife, 
Sharpies/paint (optional)

• Prep the dinosaurs in advance
• Make a sheet with information about succulents 

and how to care for them.
• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aP1-7ao-

4k







Teen Chopped

• Cost:  $100

• Audience:  12+, 70 attendees

• You Will Need: Cooking equipment, 
secret ingredients, pantry items, 3 
celebrity judges

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ch
opped_episodes





Delaware Goes Boom

• Cost:  $30

• Audience:  8+, 30 attendees

• Science experiments using everyday 
items

• We made: Soap Clouds, Bubble 
Mountains, Fizzy Paint, Bag Bombs, Soda 
Fountains, Goop, and Bottle Tornados 







Make a Terrarium 

• Cost: Free-$120  

• Audience: Teens, 30 attendees 
http://www.fairchildgarden.org/uploads/d
ocs/Education/Downloadable_teaching_mo
dules/school%20gardens/Terrarium%20Acti
vity.pdf

• Partnered with Eco Flora, a local sustainable 
florist (Columbus).  They donated the first 
session. 







Library Mini Golf 

• Cost: Free

• Audience: Tweens and Teens, 60 attendees

• Volunteens made the course, Children and 
Tweens played through it.

• You Will Need: Recycled materials, space to 
store the course, volunteers, soft practice 
golf balls, and putters.

• Physics-Based





A Few Other (Un-tested) Ideas
• Audio/Sound program







• Dancing Goop:  
http://www.housingaforest.com/dancing-
oobleck/



A Few Other (Un-tested) Ideas
• Magnetic Silly Putty



A Few Other (Un-tested) Ideas
• Lego Rube Goldberg Machine



A Few Other (Un-tested) Ideas

• Chain Reactions -
http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13
/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-
craft-sticks/





A Few Other (Un-tested) Ideas

• Wax Paper Lanterns



A Few Other (Un-tested) Ideas

• Plastic Animal “Taxidermy”



Questions?



Thank You.
ahenning@delawarelibrary.org


