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Books Selected for Choose to Read Ohio 2015 & 2016  

 

Columbus, Ohio – April 16, 2014 –  In conjunction with National Library Week, the State Library of Ohio, 

Ohioana Library Association, and Ohio Center for the Book are pleased to announce the 20 books 

selected for Choose to Read Ohio 2015 & 2016. The featured books, by authors native to, residing in, 

or associated with the Buckeye State, highlight a rich tapestry of literature available for Ohioans of all 

ages to read and share.  

 

Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO) encourages libraries, schools, families, book clubs, and others to build 

communities of readers and an appreciation of Ohio authors, illustrators, and literature.  Selected 

books are suitable for use in classrooms, libraries, bookstores, by book discussion groups, by families, 

and by other groups in various community settings. Participation may be as simple as a small group 

choosing to read and share a book together, or as elaborate as a community-wide reading initiative 

with special events and author appearances.  

 

CTRO booklists follow a two-calendar-year program cycle, but readers are encouraged to read and 

share any current or past CTRO books at any time. Previous CTRO booklists have spotlighted titles by 

Ohio authors and illustrators including Toni Morrison, Denise Fleming, Will Hillenbrand, Virginia 

Hamilton, Angela Johnson, J. Patrick Lewis, Daniel Kirk, Cinda Williams Chima, Katrina Kittle, and 

many others.   

 

The books on the CTRO 2015 & 2016 list will be showcased at the Ohioana Book Festival, Saturday, 

May 10 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at Fort Hayes Metropolitan Education Center in Columbus.  Free 

and open to the public, the festival offers author discussion panels, book signings, children’s activities, 

food trucks, and a book fair featuring nearly 100 authors.  Among them are several whose books 

appear on the new or previous CTRO booklists: Laura Bickle (The Hallowed Ones), Cinda Williams 

Chima (The Demon King), Jeffrey Ebbeler (Tiger in My Soup), P.L. Gaus (Blood of the Prodigal), David 

Giffels (All the Way Home), Karen Harper (Mistress Shakespeare), Lisa Klein (Two Girls of Gettysburg), 

Amit Majmudar (The Abundance), and Mindy McGinnis (Not a Drop to Drink). 

 

The CTRO booklist 2015 & 2016 was developed by an advisory committee representing schools, 

libraries, and literary organizations, with input from 50 additional teachers, librarians, and other book 

lovers.     

 

Choose to Read Ohio 2015 & 2016 Booklist 

 

Big Brothers Don’t Take Naps by Louise Borden, illustrated by Emma Dodd. 

Farmers’ Market Day by Jane Dippold, (illustrator), written by Shanda Trent. 

Leaf Jumpers by Carole Gerber, illustrated by Leslie Evans. 

This Is the Rope by Jacqueline Woodson, illustrated by James Ransome. 

Tiger in My Soup by Jeffrey Ebbeler (illustrator), written by Kashmira Sheth. 
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Beyond the Solar System by Mary Kay Carson. 

The Boy on the Porch by Sharon Creech. 

Just Ella by Margaret Peterson Haddix. 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper. 

Rosa by Nikki Giovanni, illustrated by Bryan Collier. 

 

The Girl of Fire and Thorns by Rae Carson. 

The Hallowed Ones by Laura Bickle. 

Not a Drop to Drink by Mindy McGinnis. 

What Happens Next by Colleen Clayton. 

Women of the Frontier by Brandon Marie Miller. 

 

On the Bus with Rosa Parks by Rita Dove. 

Good Roots: Writers Reflect on Growing Up in Ohio. 

The Abundance by Amit Majmudar. 

Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the Legend by Susan Orlean. 

The History of Us by Leah Stewart. 

 

Each CTRO book features a downloadable toolkit available at no cost. The toolkits are packed with 

ideas and resources, including an author biography, discussion questions, activities, book jacket and 

author photos, and links for further exploration of the book’s themes, topics, or setting.  Toolkits for all 

55 CTRO titles to date are available at http://library.ohio.gov/ctro.  Toolkits for the 2015 & 2016 titles 

will be created and added during summer-fall 2014. 

 

CTRO is a project of the State Library of Ohio and the Ohioana Library Association in collaboration 

with the Ohio Center for the Book, Kent State University School of Library and Information Science, 

and Ohio’s libraries. 

  

The following individuals served as reader/electors for the CTRO 2015 & 2016 booklist.   They 

graciously offered their time, support, and expertise to CTRO by reading and assessing many 

nominated books of interest to one or more age groups. The CTRO Advisory Team and partners are 

indebted to these librarians and educators for their generous participation: 

 

Amanda Bennett, Director, Ada Public Library 

Elaine Betting, Youth Services Librarian Supervisor, Lorain Public Library System 

Janell A. Brown, Librarian-Media Specialist, Ohio State School for the Blind 

Meg Brown, Manager of Children's Programming, Thurber House 

Jill Cecutti, Teacher, Literacy Team, St. Brigid of Kildare School 

Connie Cramer, Retired Primary Teacher (K-1)  

Amy Dawson, Manager, Literature Department and Ohio Center for the Book, Cleveland Public 

Library 

Floyd C. Dickman, Specialist in Children's Literature  

Stella T. Dickman, Children's Librarian, Columbus Metropolitan Library (retired); President, Friends of 

the Delaware County District Library 

http://library.ohio.gov/ctro
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Jen Downing, Outreach Librarian, Upper Arlington Public Library 

Deborah L. Dubois, Outreach Department Manager, Mansfield/Richland County Public Library 

Brenda Gehm, Director of Library Services, Monroe Local Schools (retired) 

Christina Getrost, Teen Librarian, Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library 

Sarah Granville, Teen Services Librarian, Barberton Public Library 

Gail Greenberg, Media Specialist, Collinwood High School 

Jane Haight, Librarian, Brookwood Elementary School 

Karen Hildebrand, Librarian, Delaware City Schools (retired); Book Reviewer 

Judy Ignasiak, Librarian/Media Specialist, St. Brigid of Kildare School 

Carol Kapostasy, Middle School Teacher/Dept. Chair, Orange City Schools 

Kim Karshner, Associate Professor of English, Lorain County Community College 

Donna King, Children's Librarian, Guernsey County Library 

Rona Klein, Senior Lecturer, English Department, Bowling Green State University 

Jane Kohlenberg, Director, Pemberville Public Library 

Cheryl Kuonen, Director, Wickliffe Public Library 

Terry Lambert, Children's Librarian, Mansfield/Richland County Public Library 

Harla L. Lawson, Branch Manager, Delaware County District Library Ostrander Branch 

Steve Moser, Teen Librarian, Lima Public Library 

Jenny Oney, Information Services Specialist, Columbus Metropolitan Library 

Lisa Patrick, K-2 Trainer, The Ohio State University Literacy Collaborative 

Eric Pfeffinger, Librarian, Toledo-Lucas County Public Library 

Mary Plews, Teen Specialist, Toledo-Lucas County Public Library 

Connie Pottle, Youth Services Manager, Delaware County District Library 

Katie Porteus, Teacher/Librarian, Cardington-Lincoln Local Schools 

Anne Curran Rhodes, Teen Librarian, Mansfield/Richland County Public Library 

Annie Ruefle, School Librarian, St. Joseph Montessori School 

Robin Sanders, Fourth Grade Teacher, St. Bernadette Elementary School 

Jan Sandro, Library Media Specialist, Stebbins High School 

Vicky Schmarr, Reference Specialist, Orange Branch, Delaware County District Library 

Kathy Shahbodaghi, Public Service Director, Youth and Teen Services, Columbus Metropolitan Library 

Maria Simon, Head of Youth Services, Wood County District Public Library 

Chuck Steinbower, Librarian, Ohio Department of Youth Services/Scioto Juvenile Correctional Facility 

Pam Taylor, Circulation Manager, Delaware County District Library 

Krista Tokarz, Children's Services Supervisor, Cuyahoga County Public Library - Brooklyn Branch 

Sandy Turner, Executive Director, VOICEcorps Reading Service 

Jan Vaughn, Assistant Director, Warren-Trumbull County Public Library 

Merele Wilder, Teacher, Columbus City Schools, Weinland Park Elementary School 

Sarah Wurdlow, School Media Specialist, Columbus City Schools (retired) 

Jennifer C. Young, Selection Librarian, Columbus Metropolitan Library 
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